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Why Use VoiceThread

• Great for asynchronous 
lecturing/presenting 
• Great for student presentations 

(individual or group)
• Integrates with Blackboard 



Asynchronous Lecturing

• Create slides and save as PPT or PDF
• Add other media like YouTube videos 

with URL button.
• Can also just add pictures, videos, or 

audio recordings!



Asynchronous Lecturing

• Voice/Video Record on each slide
• Draw on slides
• Easily add to recording if you forgot to 

mention something
• Captioning available



Asynchronous Guest Lecturing 

• Record lectures in Zoom (or other 
platform) and upload to VT
• Great for time zone differences
• Alternative to uploading to 

YouTube
• Personalized touch even though 

asynchronous 
• Can possibly reuse in case you need 

an online module in future semesters
• Also could be reused to facilitate a 

flipped classroom



Individual Student Presentations

Hunter’s Guide to Using VoiceThread

• No account set-up
• Easy grading/integration in 

Blackboard

http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/it/blackboard/repository/files/blackboard-9.1-documents/UsingVoiceThread.pdf


Individual Student Explanations

• Consider letting students use VT to 
explain their writing assessments.
• Helps personalize while 

maintaining privacy (not shared 
w/other students)
• Allows for better evaluation. 
• Scaffolded grading for larger 

assessments
• Subtly forces editing!



Student Group Presentations



Student Group Presentations



Share Student Group Presentations!

• Peer-to-peer connection that’s 
asynchronous! 
• Helps instructors w/lecturing 

material



Let Students Create Content

• Have student presenters pose 
questions in their VT!



Continue the Discussion on Blackboard



Continue the Discussion on Blackboard

• Grade Discussion
• Points for contribution and 

following up on another board
• Set it so they need to post something 

before they can see other posts!



Or use VT to Discuss!

• Students can leave voice, video, or 
text comments. 
• Can also grade these items
• Can make videos difficult to watch if 

not well organized



There Are So Many Other 
Tools!

Don’t Overwhelm Yourself!



Start Small

• Learning to use new online tools is 
hard
• Do not jump into a massively 

complex assignment without 
familiarizing yourself with the tool.
• Begin with something low risk.
• Upload a recorded lecture or try 

creating your own in VT.
• Create a discussion board to go 

along with it. 



Final Tips for VoiceThread

• Embed videos into Blackboard for easy viewing 
• VoiceThead works best in Firefox/Chrome. If you (or your students) are 

having trouble, double check your browser!
• There is a VoiceThread mobile app now!
• VoiceThread Lesson Ideas!

https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Course_Content/Create_Content/Create_Course_Materials/Add_Files_Images_Audio_and_Video
https://voicethread.com/blog-categories/lesson-ideas/


Final Tips for Discussion Boards

• Place due dates in assignment titles!
• Include detailed expectations. 
• If you have online weekly content folders, consider placing a direct link to 

the discussion board (Tools à Discussion Board), and perhaps color code 
titles for easy viewing.
• Allow for student choice! Let them select one topic to answer. 
• Promote online interaction by grading (completion) comments to peers! 

Chime in yourself!
• Select option to only allow viewing of the discussion board upon initial 

submission.
• Need help? Check out this link or sign up for afternoon help!

http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/it/blackboard/repository/files/blackboard-9.1-documents/CreatingDiscussionForumsandThreads.pdf/view


Additional Helpful Links

• Hunter’s Guide to using VoiceThread
• UMass Boston’s Guide to using VoiceThread for Students 
• Using VoiceThread in Blackboard
• How to create a VoiceThread
• How to comment on a VoiceThread (or how to add a voice recording)
• How to share a VoiceThread
• How to turn on and edit closed captions

http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/it/blackboard/repository/files/blackboard-9.1-documents/UsingVoiceThread.pdf
https://www.umb.edu/elearning/tools/voicethread/group_project_student_guide
https://voicethread.com/howto/blackboard-3/
https://voicethread.com/share/5942721/
https://voicethread.com/share/6715336/
https://voicethread.com/share/5954560/
https://youtu.be/rPtn8TCYV9U

